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EIGHTH  ANJNUAL  RE  POUT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
LUNATIC  ASYLUM  FOR  THE 
COUNTIES  OF  SALOP  AND  MONTGOMERY 

AND  THE  ASSOCIATED  BOROUGHS  OF 

MUCH  WENLOCK,  SHREWSBURY,  AND  OSWESTRY. 


ON  the  1st  of  January,  1852,  the  number  of  Patients  in  the 
1  Asylum  was  216.  Of  these,  103  were  Males,  and  113  were 
i  Females.  In  the  conrse  of  the  year,  39  Males  and  44  Females 
ij  were  admitted;  16  Males  and  20  Females  were  discharged 
j  Recovered;  2  Males  and  1  Female  were  discharged  Relieved; 

3  Males  and  3  Females  were  discharged  unimproved;  16  Males 
c  and  10  Females  died;  and  105  Males  and  123  Females  remain. 

The  average  number  of  Patients  resident  during  the  year, 
:  1852,  was  226-53  :  viz.  105-11  Males,  and  121-42  Females. 


Among  the  admissions  in  the  course  of  the  year  are  enumer- 
)  ated  the  cases  of  18  individuals:  viz.  6  Males  and  12  Females  who 
f  had  previously  been  inmates  of  the  Institution,  and  having  been 
i  discharged  either  as  Recovered  or  Relieved,  were  re  admitted  after 
:  periods  of  absence  varying  as  below. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Register 

627 

10  Days 

Register 

654 

4  Days 

}> 

596 

3  Weeks. 

yy 

616 

1  Week 

J  J 

636 

7  „ 

yy 

623 

12  Days 

J  ) 

589 

2  Months 

yy 

648 

5 

Months 

yy 

630 

5  „ 

*) 

60  7 

6 

>y 

yy 

625 

11  „ 

yy 

609 

11 

yy 

yy 

601 

18 

yy 

yy 

637 

22 

yy 

yy 

606 

24 

y> 

yy 

633 

39 

yy 

yy 

634 

64 

yy 

yy 

626 

84 

yy 
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Two  Males  and  three  Females,  who  are  included  in  the 
foregoing  list,  were  both  dischaiged  and  re-admitted  in  the  course 
of  the  year  1852;  so  that  the  number  of  admissions  previously 
specified  is  not  exactly  the  same  as  the  number  of  individuals 
admitted.  Thirty-seven  Males  and  forty-one  Females  were  actually 
received:  and  two  of  the  former,  with  three  of  the  latter,  having 
been  twice  placed  upon  the  Register  during  the  year,  the  number 
of  Admissions  has  consequently  been  stated  as  39  Males  and  44 
Females. 

Comparing  the  number  of  Recoveries  with  the  average 
number  of  Patients  resident  during  the  year,  the  proportion  is 
found  to  be  15.845  per  cent,  or  15.22  per  cent,  of  Males,  and  16.47 
per  cent,  of  Females. 

Taking  the  number  of  Admissions  as  a  standard  of  com¬ 
parison,  the  proportion  of  36  Recoveries  to  83  Admissions  gives  a 
per  centage  of  43.33,  which  is  rather  higher  than  the  return  of  the 
preceding  year :  the  per  centage  of  Males  being  41.22,  and  that  of 
Females  45.44. 

The  mortality  of  the  year  1852  was  at  the  rate  of  11.27  per 
cent,  on  the  number  of  individuals  resident,  that  of  the  Males 
being  14.28  per  cent ,  and  that  of  the  Females  8.26  per  cent.  This  is 
slightly  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  7  years. 

So  far  as  the  data  afforded  by  the  experience  of  this  Insti- 
turion  may  go,  with  respect  to  the  proportion  of  both  Recoveries 
and  Deaths,  it  would  appear  that  the  pressure  of  the  Malady  is 
heavier  on  the  Male  than  on  the  Female  part  of  the  population. 

Between  the  28th  of  March,  1845,  when  the  Institution  was 
opened,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1853,  the  number  of  Male 
individuals  admitted  was  277 ;  but  as  one  of  that  number  was 
three  times  re-admitted,  three  others  twice  each,  and  25  others  once 
each,  the  number  of  their  Admissions  is  consequently  set  down  as 


On  the  W  omen  s  side,  during  the  period  above-mentioned, 
the  number  of  individuals  received  was  297.  Of  these,  one 
was  re- admitted  six  times;  another  three  times;  six  others  twice 
each,  and  25  others  once  each;  the  number  of  their  Admissions  is 
therefore  stated  as  343. 
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So  far  as  this  part  of  the  comparison  goes  the  balance  would 
seem  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Men ;  but  at  this  point  the  advantage 
:  is  seen  to  change  sides.  Out  of  31 1  Admissions  on  the  Men’s  side, 
i  there  have  been  no  more  than  97  Recoveries,  or  little  more  than  31 
i  per  cent.  ;  whilst  88  Males,  or  somewhat  more  than  28  per  cent. 
i  have  died. 

The  Women,  on  the  other  hand,  out  of  343  admissions, 
during  the  same  period,  have  had  144  Recoveries,  which  amount  to 
nearly  42  per  cent.;  whilst  only  54  cases,  (less  than  16  percent.,)  on 
their  side  have  terminated  fatally. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  various  advantages  have  been 
obtained  in  the  internal  conveniences  and  general  economy  of  the 
Institution.  Two  Galleries,  which  were  previously  dark  and  gloomy, 

I  have  been  rendered  comparatively  light  and  cheerful  by  forming  a 
windowed  recess  in  each  of  them,  where  a  Scullery  previously  occupied 
the  space,  and  cast  a  shade  that  was  very  objectionable  in  such  a  sit- 
5  uation.  The  Sculleries  have  been  removed  to  much  more  suitable 
i  positions  in  immediate  connection  with  the  Dining  Rooms  of  their 
i  respective  wards,  and  now  stand  upon  ground  which  was  previously 
[  taken  up  by  Staircases  that  had  never  been  of  any  use. 

Above  each  of  the  new  Sculleries,  and  extending  over  the 
3  Ceiling  of  the  adjacent  passage,  a  very  convenient  small  Sitting 
>1  Room  has  been  added,  on  each  side,  to  the  arrangements  of  the 
1  Ward  above. 

One  of  the  under-ground  Rooms,  which  was  formerly  used 
i  for  the  heating  apparatus,  has  been  converted  into  a  bakehouse ; 
i  hut  even  with  this  addition  to  it,  the  Kitchen  will  never  be  satisfac- 
t  tory  so  long  as  it  remains  in  its  present  situation. 

1“  It  is  found  to  be  too  small.  It  is  badly  situated,  and  the 
ventilation  is  imperfect,  which  renders  it  ill  adapted  for  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Patients.”  Entry  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy,  8 th  October, 
1852, 

During  the  Spring  and  early  part  of  the  Summer  a  serious 
:  deficiency  was  discovered  in  the  supply  of  Water  by  the  Well.  The 
[  pump  could  not  be  kept  working  longer  than  three  hours  at  a  time, 
so  that  it  was  necessary  to  cease  pumping  and  wait,  and  then  to 
proceed  and  stop  again  at  several  intervals  through  the  day.  To 
obviate  this  inconvenience,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  bore  the 
>  rock.  The  boring  was  carried  to  the  depth  of  about  60  feet,  when 
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it  was  found  that  the  flow  of  water  had  been  so  much  increased', 
that  the  pump  could  be  kept  constantly  at  work  without  exhausting 
the  well.  It  appears  that  the  main  source  of  the  increased  supply 
is  not  more  than  15  feet  below  the  bottom  of  the  well,  and  to  this 
last-mentioned  depth,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  increase  the 
diameter  of  the  perforation  from  3  to  6  inches. 

The  advantages  anticipated  from  the  use  of  the  new  wings 
which  are  now  in  progress  of  erection,  have  not  yet  been  realised;  so 
that  in  that  part  of  the  Institution  where  there  is  so  much  need  for  the 
further  separation  of  Patients,  and  for  their  division  into  a  greater 
number  of  suitable  wards,  the  inconveniences  and  discomforts  which 
arise  from  their  being  “  too  thick  upon  the  ground”  are  more  felt 
than  ever.  This  difficulty  has  of  course  been  occasioned  by  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  Patients  during  the  year,  whilst  the 
means  for  their  proper  accommodation  have  remained  stationary. 
In  the  course  of  a  few  months,  when  the  additional  buildings  shall 
have  been  completed,  the  arrangements  of  the  Institution  for  the 
purposes  of  classification  and  comfort,  will  be  much  improved. 
Where  two  Wards  only  have  been  hitherto  available  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  66  Female  Patients  of  the  least  orderly  and  active 
character,  that  number  will  be  placed  in  four  Wards;  and  whilst 
the  proportion  of  single  Chambers  for  Patients  of  this  sex,  scaicely 
amounts  at  the  present  time  to  22  per  cent.,  this  proportion  will  be 
increased  to  32  per  cent. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  even  this  increase 
scarcely  reaches  the  minimum  amount  which  is  usually  deemed 
requisite  for  the  purpose  of  comfortable  separation ;  and  it  should 
also  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  the  Institution  becomes  more  populous 
than  it  now  is,  the  disproportion  here  referred  to  must  continue  to 
operate  detrimentally. 

There  are  various  other  matters  yet  requiring  to  be  put  in 
order,  which  will  contribute  materially  to  the  improvement  of  the 
Institution,  and  to  the  general  convenience  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  means  hitherto  employed  for  lighting  the  establishment 
at  night,  have  been  neither  safe  nor  satisfactory  in  any  other  respect. 
Independent  of  the  risk  incurred  by  the  use  of  lamps  fed  by  oil, 
camphine,  or  naphtha,  the  trouble  and  vigilance  requisite  for  the 
preparation  and  care  of  such  lights,  amount  in  the  course  of  a  long 
winter  to  a  serious  tax  upon  the  energies  of  the  Attendants,  and 
diminish  by  so  much  their  capability  of  dischargiug  their  regular 
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duties.  The  reasons  for  preferring  gas  light  in  a  place  of  this  kind 
are  manifold,  and  much  more  cogent  than  can  be  readily  supposed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  any  ordinary  dwelling.  The  combination  of 
great  comparative  security  from  the  risk  of  Fire,  with  the  greatest 
t  possible  facility  m  tbe  management  of  the  lights,  and  with  an 
:  immediate  and  considerable  economy  of  expenditure  on  this  account, 
cannot  fail  to  afford  satisfaction. 

The  arrangements  for  washing  and  drying  such  articles  of 
\  Bedding,  &o.  as  are  unfit  to  be  taken  to  the  Laundry,  have  never 
>  been  of  a  very  satisfactory  kind  ;  and  now  that  the  number  of 
{  Patients  is  so  much  increased,  and  that  steam  could  be  employed 
:  in  this  way,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  good  drying  shed  might  be  very 
J  advantageously  placed  on  each  side  of  the  Institution. 

One  of  the  most  important  things  connected  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Men’s  Wards,  is  the  necessity  of  providing  means  for 
the  employment  of  the  Patients  within  doors  during  the  winter,  and 
at  other  times  when  occupation  in  the  open  air  is  undesirable, 
The  Smithy,  the  Carpenters’  Shop,  and  the  Tailors’  Room,  indeed, 
\  are  always  available  for  the  few  hands  that  are  capable  of  working 
■  in  them;  but  upon  the  majority  of  those  whose  chief  employment 
;  is  in  the  field  or  in  the  garden,  the  listlessness  produced  by  having 
no  regular  occupation  to  go  to  when  the  weather  is  long  cold  or 
stormy,  has  certainly  no  salutary  effect  Under  such  circumstances, 
the  necessity  for  some  kind  of  action  becomes  daily  more  and  more 
'  evident;  the  means  intended  for  mere  recreation  cease  to  yield  amuse- 
ment;  and  Ihe  common  adage  respecting  the  effect  of  immoderate 
:  labour  might  be  very  appropriately  reversed.  The  suspension 
:  of  regular  exercise  and  occupation — that  is  of  the  very  means  which 
i  contribute  most  to  the  amelioration  of  the  general  condition  of  the 
1  Patients  — cannot  be  long  continued  without  producing  positive,  and 
;  in  some  instances,  irremediable  injury.  Moderate  and  seasonable 
|  employment,  therefore,  should  always  be  available  in  an  Institution 
I  of  this  kind  for  as  many  as  are  capable  of  engaging  in  it ;  and  for 
the  same  reason  all  the  in-door  accommodation  that  can  be  made 
suitable  should  be  turned  to  this  account.  The  ordinary  Day  Rooms 
cannot  be  used  as  regular  Workshops,  as  the  litter  of  any  business 
carried  on  in  those  places  would  interfere  with  the  order  and  clean¬ 
liness  which  ought  to  be  maintained  there.  But  there  are  rooms  in 
the  basement  of  the  Building  which  have  hitherto  been  of  com¬ 
paratively  little  use,  and  which  might  be  readily  converted  into  useful 
Workshops.  By  removing  the  ground  in  the  Engine  Yard,  so  as 
to  bring  the  surface  to  the  level  of  the  Basement  Floor,  and  thus  to 
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allow  light  and  air  to  enter  freely  by  the  Windows;  and  by  placing 
one  or  more  doors  so  as  to  obtain  a  direct  communication  between 
the  Basement  and  the  yard,  very  great  conveniences  of  this  kind 
could  be  obtained.  Besides  affording  separate  space  for  cleaning 
and  preparing  vegetables  for  the  kitchen,  there  would  be  rooms  in 
which  wood-turning,  mat-making,  basket-making,  and  a  variety  of 
other  simple  handicrafts  might  be  carried  on  in  such  a  way  as  to 
be  frequently  more  or  less  interesting  to  a  considerable  number  of 
individuals  who  must  otherwise  at  certain  seasons  be  unemployed. 

Although  the  Institution  is  designed  exclusively  for  the 
reception  of  Pauper  Patients,  a  considerable  number  of  individuals 
who  are  not  actually  of  that  class,  have  from  time  to  time  been 
admitted.  In  the  absence  of  any  suitable  provision  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  Insane  persons  who  are  in  independent, 
but  not  in  affluent  circumstances,  the  friends  of  such  persons  are 
necessarily  subjected,  in  many  instances,  to  very  great  inconveni¬ 
ence  ;  and  the  opportunity  afforded  by  a  harmless  fiction  for  placing 
them  in  an  Institution  of  this  kind,  where  the  terms  for  their 
maintenance  are  not  beyond  the  range  of  their  pecuniary  means, 
presents  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  a  temptation  too  great 
to  be  resisted.  The  Parish  Authorities  in  these  instances  require 
security  from  the  friends  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  expense 
incurred  on  account  of  these  Patients ;  and  although  there  are 
many  cases  in  which  this  kind  of  arrangement  is  not  found  to  be 
practically  objectionable,  there  are  others  in  which,  from  the 
previous  habits  and  associations  of  the  individuals,  their  position 
among  the  ordinary  inmates  of  a  Pauper  Lunatic  Asylum,  is  rendered 
exceedingly  undesirable. 

Since  this  Institution  was  opened,  the  number  of  Patients 
who  have  been  admitted  in  this  vTay,  is  supposed  to  be  61,  or  little 
short  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  entire  number  of  admissions;  and  if 
this  may  be  assumed  as  a  criterion  of  the  general  requirements  of 
the  country  in  this  respect,  over  and  above  the  number  of  insane 
persons  who  are  returned  as  chargeable  to  private  funds,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  not  to  perceive  that  a  large  amount  of  urgent  distress  falls 
upon  that  part  of  the  community  for  which  accommodation  in 
licensed  houses  can  never  be  made  adequately  available. 

Were  Institutions  systematically  provided  at  the  public 
expense  for  private  Patients  as  well  as  for  Paupers, — that  is, — ■ 
were  the  necessities  in  this  respect  of  the  pavers,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  receivers  of  Poors  Rates  to  be  duly  considered,  there  can  be  no 


9 


reasonable  doubt  that,  a  most  material  change  for  the  better  would 
soon  be  observable  in  the  general  condition  of  the  Insane. 

The  following  passage  extracted  from  a  letter  dated  May  21st, 
1851,  and  written  by  a  medical  gentleman  immediately  after  visiting 
his  brother,  who  was  confined  in  a  licensed  house  in  a  distant  part 
of  the  country,  will  sufficiently  explain  this  observation. 


“  I  must  confess  that  I  left  the  Institution  with  two  painful 
impressions.  The  first  was  the  privacy  of  its  management.  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  obtained  some  general  idea  of  the 
treatment  resorted  to,  and  I  hoped  that,  being  a  Member  of  the 
Medical  Profession,  it  would  have  been  offered.  The  second  was 
the  absence  of  all  useful  occupation  for  the  Patients” 


The  prejudice  that  has  hitherto  induced  many  persons, 
especially  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  to  prefer  small  private  establish¬ 
ments  as  places  of  residence  for  their  afflicted  relatives  is  an  un¬ 
fortunate  one  in  every  respect ;  as  there  can  be  no  general  sufficiency 
of  equipment  and  of  service  in  any  Institution  of  the  kind  unless  its 
arrangements  are  on  a  considerable  scale.  If  the  3774  private 
[  Patients,  who  were  reported  as  being  under  Seclusion  in  England 
and  Wales  on  the  1st  of  January,  1850,  had  been  placed  on  scales 
i  of  charge  varying  with  their  respective  circumstances,  in  some  thirty 

I  or  five  and  thirty  Institutions  managed  by  stipendiary  officers,  and 
severally  capable  of  accommodating  from  100  to  1  50  inmates,  instead 
of  being  distributed  at  random  among  136  licensed  houses,  and 
some  score  or  so  of  “  Hospitals”  and  mixed  public  Asylums,  who 
:can  doubt  but  that  they  would  have  been  better  off?  or  that  more 

1  convenient  and  complete  accommodation  than  is  anywhere  to  be 
found  now,  would  have  been  available  for  independent  Patients  of 
tithe  humblest  as  well  as  of  the  highest  grade  ? 


To  a  certain  extent  the  necessity  for  further  provision  of  the 
kind  in  question  has  long  been  felt,  but  it  is  only  of  late  that  its 
requisite  amount  has  begun  to  be  correctly  appreciated.  Voluntary 
(efforts  have  from  time  to  time,  and  in  various  places,  been  made  to 
^diminish  the  grievance;  as  the  Friends’  Retreat,  near  York,  the 
Warneford  Asylum,  near  Oxford,  and  a  few  other  Institutions  of  a 
isimilar  description  testify ;  and  strenuous  exertions  have  not  been 
wanting  more  recently  to  extend,  in  a  most  beneficial  and  excellent 
Ibianner,  the  application  of  charitable  Funds  in  this  way  at  Stafford, 
and  at  the  Manchester  Royal  Lunatic  Hospital  removed  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gheadle,  in  Cheshire.  But  still  these  are  merely 
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isolated  cases,  springing  from  peculiar  circumstances,  and,  beyond 
the  influence  of  their  good  example,  affording  no  guarantee  for  the 
establishment  of  a  System  that  would  sufficiently  provide  for  the 
necessities  of  the  Country. 


In  connection  with  the  reference  made  in  his  last  annual 
Report,  to  a  process  therein  described,  for  determining  the  relation 
between  Atrophy  of  the  Brain,  and  the  phenomena  of  General 
Paralysis,  the  Medical  Superintendent  would  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  approbation  of  its  more  general  use  for  elucidating 
the  dependence  of  chronic  mental  aberration  of  every  kind,  whether 
associated  with  Paralysis  or  not,  upon  a  failure  of  the  process  of 
nutrition  in  the  central  portions  of  the  nervous  system. 

In  the  course  of  the  past  year  he  has  noted  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  Brain,  and  has  carefully  contrasted  its  absolute  weight 
with  the  capacity  of  the  Cranium,  in  16  instances.  Eleven  of 
these  were  cases  of  progressive  general  Paralysis,  and  so  far  as  any 
approach  to  accuracy  could  be  obtained  in  estimating  the  relation 
between  the  duration  of  the  Malady,  and  the  per-centage  of  loss  in 
the  weight  of  the  organ,  these  cases  afford  very  uniform  evidence 
upon  the  point  in  question. 

The  average  duration  of  the  Malady  was  two  years  and  a 
half ;  and,  considering  the  capacity  of  the  cranium  in  each  case, 
as  Par,  the  average  loss  of  weight  was  14  per  cent;  the  lowest 
amount  being  7  and  the  highest  20. 

The  average  specific  gravity  in  these  eleven  cases  was  1 040  ; 
the  highest  being  1043,  and  the  lowest  1034. 

In  the  four  other  chronic,  but  not  paralytic  cases,  the  average 
absolute  loss  of  weight  per  cent,  was  14-75,  the  least  being  6, 
and  the  greatest  actually  27  per  cent. 

The  average  specific  gravity  of  the  Brain  in  these  four  cases, 
was  1039.50,  in  a  range  between  1041  and  1037. 

In  the  only  case  examined  where  the  disease  was  of  recent 
date,  and  the  symptoms  of  an  acute  character,  the  difference 
between  the  weight  of  the  Encephalon  and  the  capacity  of  the 
Cranium,  was  no  more  than  half  an  ounce,  whilst  the  specific 
gravity  of  the  Brain  was  not  less  than  1047. 
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The  inferences  deducible  from  such  facts  as  these,  may  not 
at  first  sight  appear  to  be  of  so  much  practical  importance  as  they 
really  are.  Considered  rightly  as  indicating  the  nature  and 
tendency  of  those  morbid  actions  which  produce  derangement  of 
the  mind,  they  most  distinctly  manifest  the  reason  why  every  insane 
person  should  be  subjected  without  delay  to  proper  treatment,  and 
why  there  is  danger  in  disregarding  even  the  slightest  evidences  of 
Insanity. 


Ml  OH  ABB  OLIVER,  M.B. 


COPY  OF  A  MINUTE  ENTERED  IN  THE  VISTOR’S  BOOK. 

“  Salop  County  Asylum ,  8 th  October,  1852.  ” 

“  Since  our  last  visit  to  this  Institution,  79  Patients  have 
“  been  admitted;  4-8  have  been  discharged,  of  whom  39  were  re- 
“  covered,  and  26  have  died  from  various  causes. 

“  At  present  there  are  on  the  books  of  the  Asylum  226 
“  Patients,  viz.  107  Males  and  1 19  Females.  One  Male  Patient  is 
“  now  absent  on  trial,  and  another  has  recently  made  his  escape, 
“  but  he  has  been  traced,  and  will  no  doubt  shortly  be  brought  back. 

“  We  have  seen  all  the  Patients  in  the  House,  and  have 
“  inspected  the  Wards  appropriated  to  their  use.  At  the  time  of 
“  our  visit  they  were,  with  very  few  exceptions,  tranquil  and  orderly 
“  in  their  demeanour,  and  no  one  was  under  mechanical  restraint : 
“  such  restraint  indeed  is  never  employed.  Seclusion  in  a  separate 
“  Room  is  resorted  to  in  cases  of  excitement,  but  the  periods  during 
“  which  the  Patients  are  secluded  appear  by  the  Register  to  be  very 
“  short.  Every  instance  is  carefully  noted,  and  the  Medical 
“  Journal  appears  to  be  kept  with  great  diligence  and  attention. 

“  As  many  as  79  Patients  are  under  Medical  treatment,  and 
‘‘  the  Asylum  contains  a  considerable  number  of  feeble  and 
“  paralytic  cases,  but  speaking  generally  the  establishment  is  in  a 
“  healthy  state. 

“  The  attendance  of  the  Patients  at  divine  service  is  large, 
“  and  both  on  Sundays  and  week-days  the  Chapel  is  stated  to  be 
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‘  fully  occupied,  indeed  the  apartment  is  scarcely  sufficient  for  the 
£  wants  of  the  Asylum.  The  Kitchen  also  is  found  to  be  too 
4  small.  It  is  very  badly  situated,  and  the  ventilation  is  imperfect, 

{  which  renders  it  ill  adapted  for  the  occupation  of  Patients  We 
4  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Visiting  Justices  have  it  in  contem- 
‘  plation  to  erect  a  Gasometer  in  order  to  supply  the  Asylum  with 
c  Gas,  and  we  think  this  addition  will  be  found  exceedingly  useful 
‘  and  convenient,  besides  proving  ultimately  economical. 

“  Two  new  Wards  are  in  course  Qf  erection,  each  containing 
'  thirteen  single  Rooms,  a  Day  Room,  and  other  conveniencies,  and 
‘  these  will  no  doubt  be  found  useful  in  the  classification  of  the 
4  Patients.  — 

“  A  considerable  number  of  the  Patients  are  regularly  em- 
4  ployed,  and  the  numbers  on  the  average  are  reported  to  be  Males 
‘  75,  Females  72.  The  quantity  of  land  however  belonging  to  the 
£  Asylum  is  not  sufficient  to  afford  full  occupation  to  the  Male 
‘  Patients. 

“  All  the  Wards  are  well  ventilated,  and  generally  in  good 
‘  order,  although  some  little  confusion  is  just  now  occasioned,  by 
4  the  half-yearly  white  washing  which  is  now  in  progress. 

“  Altogether  the  condition  of  the  institution  and  the  Patients 
4  is  satisfactory  and  creditable  to  those  engaged  in  its  management. 

W.  G.  CAMPBELL,  T 

>-  Commissioners  in  Lunacy. 
T.  TURNER.  S 


TABLE  showing  the  number  of  Patients  in  the  Asylum,  with  the  number  of  Admissions, 
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2.  TABLE  showing  the  conditions  of  Celibacy,  Marriage,  and 
Widowhood  of  the  Patients  admitted  during  the  year,  1852. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Single  . 

21 

15 

36 

Married . 

16 

25 

41 

Widowed  . 

2 

4 

6 

3,  TABLE  showing  the  ages  of  the  Patients  admitted  during 


the  year,  1852. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Between  5  &  10 

1 

0 

1 

15  &  20 

5 

0 

5 

20  &  25 

5 

7 

12 

25  &  30 

l 

4 

5 

30  &  35 

6 

3 

9 

35  &  40 

2 

5 

7 

40  &  45 

5 

3 

8 

45  &  50 

6 

6 

12 

50  &  55 

1 

7 

8 

55  &  60 

4 

5 

9 

60  &  65 

0 

1 

1 

65  &  70 

0 

1 

1 

70  &  75 

2 

1 

3 

75  &  80 

1 

1 

2 

15 


4.  TABLE  showing  the  Duration  of  the  Disease  at  the  time 
of  Admission  in  the  whole  of  the  Patients  received  during  the 
year,  185$. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Less  than  1  month 

5 

15 

20 

.  2  months  ... 

2 

8 

10 

3  >> 

4 

4 

8 

.  6 

6 

4 

10 

.  9  „ 

1 

1 

2 

1  2 

•  .  •  *  ^  •  •  • 

2 

1 

rs 

O 

More  than  1  year . 

6 

1 

7 

.  2  years 

4 

4 

8 

•  t  •  •  •  3  29  •  •  * 

2 

0 

2 

•  •  •  •  •  4:  29 

l 

3 

4 

•  •  •  •  •  5  , , 

1 

l 

2 

......  6 

1 

0 

1 

8 

•  ^  29 

0 

1 

1 

15 

1 

0 

1 

From  Birth 

2 

1 

3 

Dubious 

1 

0 

1 

5.  TABLE  showing  the  Duration  of  the  Disease  at  the  time 
of  Admission  in  the  Cases  Discharged  Kecovered  duiing  the  year, 
1852. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Less  than  1  month 

6 

10 

16 

.  2  months 

2 

5 

7 

......  3  ,,  <•  »* 

5 

0 

5 

1 

1 

2 

.  9  ,, 

0 

0 

0 

......  12  „  ... 

l 

1 

2 

More  than  l  year 

0 

0 

0 

.  2  years 

0 

2 

2 

.  9 

0 

i 

1 

Dubious 

1 

0 

1 

16 


6.  TABLE  showing  the  Occupations,  or  Stations,  in  Life 
of  the  Patients  admitted  during  the  year,  1 652. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Blacksmiths . 

3 

Carpenter's  Widow . 

1 

Bricklayer  . 

\ 

Carpenter’s  Wife  . . 

1 

Carpenter . 

1 

Charwoman . . 

1 

Chemist  and  Druggist  ... 

1 

Farmer’s  Daughter . 

l 

Collier  . . . 

1 

Farmer's  Wife . 

1 

Cooper . .  . 

1 

Housekeeper  . 

1 

Engineman  in  a  Colliery 

1 

Innkeeper’s  Wife  . 

1 

Farmer  . . 

1 

Labourer’s  Widow  . . 

1 

Farmer’s  Son . . 

1 

Labourer’s  Wives  . 

10 

Grocer’s  Apprentice  . . 

1 

Ladv’s  Maid  . 

1 

Labourers  . . . 

12 

Mason’s  Wife  . 

1 

Labourer’s  Idiot  Child  ... 

1 

Miller’s  Wife  . 

1 

Mason  . . . 

1 

Prostitutes  . 

2 

Moulder  ......  . . 

1 

Schoolmistress . 

1 

Printer  in  china  works  ... 

1 

Sempstresses  . 

2 

Schoolmaster  . 

1 

Servants,  (Domestic) . 

7 

Shoemaker  . . 

1 

Shoemakers’  Wives.. . . 

3 

Shopkeeper . 

I 

Staymaker  . 

1 

Soldiers,  (Discharged)...... 

2 

Tailor's  Imbecile  Daughter 

I 

Student  of  Medicine  ...... 

1 

Tail ors ’  Wives . 

3 

Surveyors... . . . . 

Tailors . . . . 

3 

2  | 

Turnpike  Gate  Keeper’s 
Wife  . . 

1 

| 

Wheelwrights’  Wives  ....... 

2 

IT 


7.  TABLE  showing  the  degrees  of  Education  of  the  Patients, 
admitted  during  the  year,  1852. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

W ell  educated  . 

5 

0 

'  5 

Moderately  educated  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Can  read  and  write  ... 

15 

14 

29 

Can  read  only  . 

12 

24 

36 

Cannot  read  . . 

3 

2 

5 

/ 


8.  TABLE  exhibiting  the  Forms  of  the  Malady  in  the  Cases 
admitted  during  the  year,  1852. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

i  •••  » i «  «•  i  ••• 

7 

17 

24 

Monomania . 

2 

11 

13 

[i  Melancholia . 

8 

5 

33 

t  Dementia  . 

20 

11 

31 

1  Idiocy  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

0 

1 

!i  Dubious 

1 

0 

1 

,  9.  TABLE  showing  the  number  of  Attacks  suffered  by  the 

Patients  admitted  in  the  year,  1852. 


1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

7th. 

8  th. 

9  th. 

Un¬ 

known. 

Males  . 

28 

5 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

i Females  .... 

28 

9 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

'Total  ...... 

56 

14 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

18 

10.  TABLE  showing  the  supposed  principal  Causes  of  th« 
Malady  in  the  cases  admitted  during  the  year  1852. 


Males. 

Females 

Total 

Anxiety  from  being  crossed  in 

1 

LO\  O  o  •  «  •••  •  •  • 

0 

1 

,,  concerning  business  ... 

2 

0 

2 

„  from  Domestic  troubles 

0 

4 

4 

,,  from  the  consequences 

0 

1 

of  seduction 

1 

Climacteric  Debility  and  Poverty 

0 

3 

3 

Constitutional  Inheritance 

7 

4 

11 

,,  and  Previous  Attacks 

2 

6 

8 

,,  and  Poverty  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Defective  Developement ... 

2 

0 

2 

Epilepsy  .. 

4 

I 

5 

Habit  of  Intemperance  .. 

5 

2 

7 

,,  Sedentary 

i 

2 

3 

Hysteria  ... 

0 

4 

4 

,,  Puerperal 

0 

3 

3 

Injury  of  Head  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Menorrhagia 

0 

1 

I 

Poverty  ...  ..9 

1 

7 

8 

Previous  Attacks... 

1 

0 

1 

„  and  Intemperance 

1 

0 

1 

„  and  Lactation 

0 

2 

2 

*  ,,  and  Poverty  .. 

I 

3 

4 

Unknown.., 

9 

1 

10 
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AM  AdXMM 

OF  ALL  MONIES  RECEIVED  OR  PAID 

BY  THE  TREASURER, 

OR  OTHERWISE,  ON  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE 

SALOP  AND  MONTGOMERY  COUNTIES, 

AND  WENLOCK,  SHREWSBURY,  AND  OSWESTRY 
BOROUGHS  LUNATIC  ASYLUM, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  8  1st,  1852. 


RECEIPTS. 


& 

s. 

d. 

T. 

s. 

d. 

Balance  due  from  Treasurer,  January 

1st, 

921 

7 

2 

]  852  .  . 

To  Cash  per  Unions  and  Parishes 

for 

Maintenance,  &c.  of  Patients  . 

4860 

19 

6 

Ditto  per  Salop  County  Treasurer 

for 

Patients  chargeable  to  the  County  .. 
Ditto  Montgomery  ditto  for  ditto  . 

93 

23 

0 

5 

t\ 

1 16 

5 

10 

Balance  of  General  Account  transfer 

red 

to  the  Treasurer  . . . 

993 

19 

1 

To  Cash  per  Salop  County  . 

200 

0 

0 

,,  Montgomery  ,, 

174 

0 

0 

PAYMENTS 


BY  SALARIES  AND  WAGES. 

£. 

s. 

d 

£. 

s. 

d. 

Medical  Superintendent  and  Matron,  (less 

charge  for  maintenance  of  family)  . 

263 

0 

C 

Clerk . . . 

50 

0 

c 

> 

Chaplain  . . . . 

40 

0 

C 

> 

Steward . , .  . . . . ...... 

42 

2 

6 

j 

Engineer  . . . 

52 

0 

C 

Seven  Male  Attendants,  [£25  to  £30]  ... 

198 

10 

0 

Eight  Female  ditto,  [£10  10s.  to  £12.]... 

79 

1 

1 

1 

Cook  and  Laundress,  £13  each . 

26 

0 

0 

Laundry  and  Kitchen  Maids  . 

16 

9 

0 

Gate  Keeper . . . . 

6 

10 

0 

Assistants . . . . . . 

9 

6 

0 

i 

Semstress  . .  — . 

14 

12 

6 

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . ... 

20 

0 

0 

Porter,  &c . . . 

19 

16 

0 

Carpenter  and  Smith's  Wages,  &c  ..  ...... 

20 

11 

2 

PROVISIONS  AND  NECESSARIES. 

857 

18 

3 

Bread,  Flour,  and  Oatmeal . . . 

532 

15 

4 

Butchers  Meat . . . 

530 

16 

1 

Butter  and  Cheese  . . . . 

294 

17 

4 

Grocery . . . . . . 

314 

13 

6 

Beer,  Ale,  and  Porter  . * . 

526 

11 

0 

Potatoes  and  other  Vegetables . . 

174 

16 

1 

Milk  and  Fresh  Butter  . 

62 

4 

4 

Wine  and  Spirits  . . 

65 

12 

0 

Fish,  Fruit,  Barm,  Salt,  &c,  . 

39 

0 

1 1 

Coals,  Coke,  and  Cordwood . 

319 

2 

3 

Oil  and  Camphine  . . . . . 

80 

15 

6 

Soap,  Starch,  Candles,  &c.  . . . . 

61 

16 

0 

CLOTHING  AND  BEDDING. 

3003 

0 

4 

Drapers . . . 

254 

16 

0 

Shoemakers  and  Leather . . . 

118 

5 

5 

Hats,  Caps,  and  Bonnets . 

25 

14 

3 

Woollen  Clothing . . 

79 

15 

6 

Tailor’s  and  Upholster’s  Work,  &c . . 

37 

10 

9 

Waterproof  Cloth,  Flocks  and  Straw  . . 

38 

7 

2 

554 

9 

1 

By  Amount  brought  forward 


£.  s.  d. 


&.  s.  d 
7266  11  7 


7266  11  7 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

£.  s.  d 

£.  s.  d 

Drugs  and  Instruments  . 

129  3  9 

Books,  Printing,  Newspapers,  &c . 

79  0  5 

s  Mats,  Carpeting,  Brooms,  and  Baskets 

31  12  4 

Tin  Goods . 

25  8  4 

Earthenware  . 

15  3  3 

u  Funerals  and  Carpentry  . , . 

r*  15  ii 

[Cartage,  Postage,  &c . . . 

29  16  8 

1  Glazing  and  Glass  . 

3§  5  5 

[Straw,  Meal,  Seeds,  Plants,  &c . . . 

43  1  10 

[Rates  and  Taxes  . 

11  14  6 

:i  Ironmongery  and  Paints . 

61  6  2 

:  Wire  Work,  &c . „ ... 

5  3  11 

[/Trenchers,  Buckets,  &c . 

15  8  6 

\\  Betaking  and  Removal  of  Patients,  &c.  ... 

10  15  5 

[(Letter  Bag  . 

2  2  0 

:  lSundry  small  Bills  &  Payments  for  the  year 

45  16  8 

601  15  1 

I 

|  Payments  for  New  Buildings . 

1306  5  0 

n  Charge  to  Counties  for  Repairs  . 

463  4  1 

Balance  due  from  Treasurer,  December 

' 

!]  31st,  1852 . 

479  19  9 

if  ■ 

: 

i. 

7266  11  7 

Claims  and  Liabilities  of  the 


To  Balance  per  Treasurer  . 

Amount  of  Accounts  delivered  for  Main¬ 
tenance,  for  the  Quarter  ended  Decem¬ 
ber  3 1st,  1852 . . . 

Arrears  of  former  Accounts  due  from 

Oswestry  . 

Pool  (Middle)  . . 

,,  (Lower)...  . 

Worthen  .  . . . . 

Montgomery  Parish . 

Guilsfield . . . 

Buttington  . . 

Castle  Caereinion  . . 

Holy  Cross  . * . 

Saint  Chad  . . . 

St.  Alkmond . 

Shrewsbury  Borough  . . 


£.  s. 


£  s. 
479  19 


d. 

9 


Salop,  Montgomery,  and  Wenlock,  3 
years’ repairs  . . . . . . 


103  10 
5  15 


1304  19  6 


5  15 
2  13 


21 

n 

n 

5 


8 

10 

8 

15 


20  16 


37 

11 


1 

10 


38  18 


0 

0 

0 

9 

8 

0i 

9 

0 

3 

3 

0 

5 


276  2  1 

833  15  O' 


2894  16  4 


Institution,  January  1st,  1853. 


3y  Salaries  due  . 

Claims  from  Tradesmen . 

Balance  of  Building  account 


4*. 

220 

442 

61 


s. 

1 

19 

14 


d. 

6 

3 

1 


* 


1170  1 

2894  16 


Balance , 


REPAIRS  ACCOUNT  DEBITED  TO  THE 

COUNTIES,  &c. 

Timber  Merchant..... . 

&.  s.  d 
66  8  3 

92  16  6 

11  17  4 

22  13  2 

89  19  5 

5  6  6 

165  3  11 

8  19  0 

Ironmonger,  Locksmith,  and  Hurdle  fencing 

Bricks,  Tiles,  and  Lime  . . 

Stone,  Grave],  &c.  for  making  Loads  . 

Mr.  J.  Oadman . . . . . 

Gas  Tar . . . . . . . 

Plumbers,  [4  years]]  . . . 

Well  Sinkers  . . . . . . 

463  4  1 

D 


11 


N 


QUANTITIES  &  PRICES  OF  PROVISIONS, 
&c.  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1852. 

Beef,  Roasting  680  lbs.  at  5d . . 

Boiling  24106  lbs.  at  4d.  to  4|d . 

Mutton  5334  lbs.  at  5d.  to  6d . . . 

Other  Meat  437  lbs.  at  5|-d.  to  7id.  . . . 

Suet  277  lbs  at  5d.  to  5|d . . 

Flour  130  bushels  at  30s,  to  37s.  . . . 

Bread  90035  lbs.  at  l24d . . . .  . . 

Oatmeal  3  sacks,  at  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  6d.  . . 

Butter,  Fresh  150  lbs.  at  12d.  to  15d . 

Salt  48*251bs.  at  9d.  to  lOd.  . 

Cheese  6325lbs.  at  4^d.  to  7d . . . 

Milk,  New  602  quarts,  at  2d . * . . . . 

Skimmed  13737  quarts,  ]4d.  .....  . . 

Sugar,  Lump  280  lbs.  at  6d,  . . . 

Brown  5520  lbs.  at  36s.  to  37s . 

Rice  2324  at  15s.  6d.  to  24s . 

Tea  330  lbs.  at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  7d . . . . 

Coffee  1798  lbs.  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d . . . 

Ale  1314  gallons,  at  48s .  .  . 

Beer  11520  gallons,  at  27s . . . 

Wine  and  Spirits . 

Potatoes  and  other  Vegetables . . . 

Soap  2126  lbs.  at  42s.  to  45s . . . 

Candles  480  lbs.  4|d.  to  Is . . . . . 

Coals  559  tons,  at  11s.  6d.  to  12s.  6d . 


121 

5 

49 


£.  s.  d. 
14  3  4 

408  11  10 

117  9  8 

11  15  5 

5  19  1 

42  is  o; 

484  12  6 
4  9  0 

8  5  10 

188  9  7 


3 

0 

1 


o; 

4 

8 


7  0  0 

89  3  9 

16  6  11 
58  4  4 

102  6  10 
87  12  0 

432  0  0 

65  12  0 
166  15  5 

40  8  10 

13  6  5 

330  6  5 


THOMAS  EVEREST,  Clerk  of  the  Asylum. 
Audited,  HENRY  BURTON. 


